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must win.   We will.   Long live Italy !   Long live Fascism I
THE  QUADRIUMVIRATE/'
The same night news of the first bloody clashes arrived from Cremona, Alessandri and Bologna. Mussolini put on his black shirt and barricaded the Popolo d'Italia. He had well provided his offices with everything for defence against attack. There was a short siege, but a major of the Royal Guard asked for a truce which was granted. At night leading politicians of Milan came to Mussolini and asked him to desist from a struggle which might be the beginning of a civil war. Mussolini refused to budge an inch. He showed his visitors a letter from D'Annunzio who encouraged him in glowing words. Facta, the Prime Minister, wanted to proclaim martial law, but the King refused to sign it.
There were urgent conferences. The Fascists were already near the gates of Rome while Mussolini still stayed at Milan.
In the afternoon of the 2gth he received a very urgent telephone call from Rome. General Cittadini, the first aide-de-camp of the King, asked him to come to the Capital; His